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WHAT IS THE  
AMATEUR TRAVELER?

The Amateur Traveler is an online travel site 
consisting of three main parts:

The Amateur Traveler weekly audio podcast 
focuses primarily on travel destinations and the 
best places to travel.  It covers everything from 
knowing what to put on your Chicago dog when 
you go to the Windy City to swimming with whales 
in Tonga. 

The Amateur Traveler blog features travel 
photography, travel advice, and product reviews. 

The Amateur Traveler video podcast features video 
shot on location at various travel destinations.

The Amateur Traveler is produced by Chris 
Christensen.



WHAT CHANGED IN 
2014?

The Amateur Traveler won it’s first Lowell Thomas Award from the 
Society of American Travel Writers in the Audio category.

Based on the strength of the Amateur Traveler audio podcast I won 
the best independent travel journalist / blogger from Travel+Leisure 
magazine in the SMITTY (Social Media in Travel and Tourism) 
awards.

The Thailand government started using Amateur Traveler as part of 
their English proficiency exam for jobs in their foreign service.

I was invited to the Whitehouse for the Travel Blogger Summit with 
senior advisors.

This Week in Travel won its 3rd North American Travel Journalism 
Award. 

I now have official press credentials as a photo journalist in the 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan as part of the visit of the pope.

I launched BloggerBridge.com in 2014 to help companies connect 
with content creators.



TRAFFIC 
2014

Blog

• 250,855 Visits
• 429,626 Page views

Podcasts Downloads / Streams

• 1,308,474 - Amateur Traveler (up 21%)
• 100,838 - This Week in Travel (up 9%)
• 153,412 - Amateur Traveler Video

• 1,562,724 million Total
• 4,281 per day



W H AT  I S  A  P O D C A S T ?

Edison Research estimated in a 2014 study that 39 
million Americans have listened to a podcast in the 
past month. 

A podcast is just an audio or video show that is 
distributed on the internet. Specifically a podcast 
usually provides a way for you to subscribe with 
programs like iTunes, or a smart phone like an 
iPhone or Android phone.

The weekly Amateur Traveler show is usually 
around 35 minutes long and typically features an 
interview focusing on a specific destination.  
Occasional shows will focus on a theme such as 
budget travel or traveling with kids. 

The guests on the Amateur Traveler are travelers 
and storytellers. Some of the guests are published 
travel authors like Pauline Frommer or National 
Geographic’s Robert Reid. Other guests are 
amateurs like Chris, a lawyer from Atlanta, who 
has been on the show describing swimming with 
whales in Tonga, visiting the mountain gorillas in 
Rwanda and photographing the wild horses in 
Mongolia. 

The shows have a mix of domestic US and 
international destinations. Episodes tend to focus 
more on independent travel but have also dealt 
with cruises, high-end safaris and packaged 
bicycle tours. The show features an mp3 version 
and an iTunes enhanced version with photos and 
links.

A M AT E U R  T R AV E L E R  
A U D I O  P O D C A S T



The Amateur Traveler blog covers a range of 
travel destinations and topics including: air 
travel, adventure travel, bicycle travel, budget 
travel, cruise travel, family travel,  round the 
world travel, solo travel, travel gear, travel books 
and volunteer travel. 

With a photo of the day it may be best known for 
for travel photography.

The Amateur Traveler does welcome high quality 
guest posts.

"A great wealth of resources on a huge variety of 
destinations. Do a search for your destination before 
you visit--you can get a lot of great ideas!"
- Shannon Martin, Two Who Travel

“Don't let the word Amateur fool you, this is true expert 
insight and advice.”
- Geoff Smith, Musician

“One of the best online resources for researching your 
travel. I've used it often!”
- Candice Walsh, Candice Does The World

A M AT E U R  T R AV E L E R  
B L O G

The amateur in Amateur Traveler is not about being 
bad at travel but about loving travel. (French amateur 
"lover of", from Old French and ultimately from Latin 
amatorem nom. amator, "lover").

Remember that Olympic Athletes were traditionally 
both amateurs and some of the best athletes in the 
world. The Titanic was built by professionals, the Ark 
by an amateur.

W H Y  A M AT E U R ?



W H O  L I S T E N S  T O  T H E  A M AT E U R  T R AV E L E R ?

Results of a Libsyn listener survey for Amateur Traveler. The Amateur Traveler 
audience is better educated with a higher income than most audiences.



W H O  L I K E S  T H E  A M AT E U R  T R AV E L E R ?

The Amateur Traveler Facebook community tends to be split evenly male and female 
and focuses on those with enough money to travel. As you would expect it is an 
English speaking audience although a number of listeners (as well as Oxford 
University) use the Amateur Traveler audio podcast to improve English 
comprehension.



P R E S S  F O R  A M AT E U R  T R AV E L E R

• The Chicago Sun Times included the Amateur Traveler in their list of 10 “Best travel sites”.

• Men’s Journal says: “One of the 4 best adventure travel podcasts”

• Best Life Magazine named the Amateur Traveler one of the 10 best podcasts on the internet.

• Nominated for a People's Choice Podcast Award in 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 
2013, 2014

• Popular Vote Winner for a Lonely Planet Blog Award 2009 in the Podcasting category.

• Named in a study as one of the "50 Most Influential Independent Travel Blogs"

 

R E C E N T  P R E S S  F O R  P O D C A S T S

• The podcast enters a new golden age

• Podcasts are back — and making money - Washington Post

• The Rising Popularity of Podcasts: Why Listeners Are Rediscovering 
Podcasts

• What’s Behind the Great Podcast Renaissance?



WHAT PEOPLE SAY
In a world of copycats and travel bloggers who have never traveled, 
Amateur Traveler stands out as a highly legitimate medium. It is an 
entertaining, comprehensive, and reliable source of helpful 
information about inspiring destinations all over the world.

- Chris Guillebeau, Author, The Art of Non-Conformity

The Amateur Traveler is one of the friendliest and smartest ways to 
discover new travel opportunities.  Chris is smart and awesome.

- Tom Merritt, Host of the Daily Tech Show

The Amateur Traveler is the primary source of my travel bucket list. 
If you take the things you love about some travel resources and 
drop what you hate, then add them all together, you get the Amateur 
Traveler. Enthusiasm without the pitch. Knowledge without the 
superiority. The sense of hearing a friend without all the extraneous, 
off-topic asides. If you love travel, Amateur Traveler will fit 
perfectly. If you don't, listening to the Amateur Traveler will change 
your mind.

- Shel Holtz, Holtz Communication + Technology

The Amateur Traveler podcast is hands down the best travel podcast 
available. Chris consistently interviews guests familiar with all 
facets of travel and is able to draw out interesting details about the 
most off-the-beaten path destinations.

- Beth Whitman, WanderlustAndLipstick.com

I travel quite a bit and I've been a great fan of the Amateur Traveler 
in a long time. Chris just keeps getting better and better. This is a 
must if you like to travel!

- Chris Marquardt, TipsFromTheTopFloor.com

Chris is a pioneer in travel podcasting and the person I go to for 
anything regarding it.

- Sean Keaner, BootsNAll.com

It's so refreshing to find a website and podcast that is entertaining, 
insightful and down right practical.  If you’re about to take a trip 
you can look up the destination and listen to a fellow traveler tell 
you all the best aspects of your upcoming adventure as your 
packing, or driving or doing the laundry.   Listening to Chris and his 
guests discuss a destination is like getting travel stories and tips 
from a good friend...how perfect is that?!

Betty N Thesky - Host of the Betty in the Sky with a Suitcase

Amateur Traveler podcast covers so much of the world. It'd take a 
lifetime to listen to all the episodes.

- Michael Tieso, Art of Backpacking



THIS WEEK IN TRAVEL 

This Week in Travel is a video / audio podcast 
that features Jen Leo, Gary Arndt and Chris 
Christensen. It is an hour long round table 
discussion with the regular hosts and a guest 
about travel news. 

This Week in Travel has won awards in 2012, 
2013 and 2014 in both audio and video broadcast 
from the  North American Travel Journalism 

Chris along with Gary Arndt and Jen Leo have great chemistry 
with each other which always makes for interesting shows. It 
always has great guests too.

- Colm Hanratty, HostelWorld.com

This Week in Travel is a must listen each week for people 
looking to catch up on what happened over the last seven days 
in the world of travel. Chris, Jen and Gary make for an 
entertaining and informative on-air triple threat.

- Andrew Hickey, GAdventures

This Week in Travel hosts are funny *and* informative. It's 
like having coffee with friends in your living room -- talking 
about the latest travel industry events and news.

- Kara Williams, Freelance Writer/Editor

This week in travel is a fascinating look into the sometimes 
strange but otherwise dull world of travel news. It keeps me 
up to date with opinions as well as news. 

- Craig Martin, Managing Director of Indie Travel Media Ltd

I'm an avid fan of This Week in Travel. I always look forward 
to the latest episode of This Week in Travel. I listen every 
week, no matter where I am in the world. 

- Jeff Jung, Host. Producer. Career Break Secrets

This Week in Travel is a must-listen for members of the travel 
industry, both bloggers and professional alike. 

 - Erik Smith, On My Feet or In My Mind



BLOGGERBRIDGE.COM

To help companies who want to work with bloggers, writers, videographers, podcasters, 
photographers and other content creators I launched BloggerBridge.com this year along 
with Rick Calvert who runs the NMX/BlogWorld and TBEX conferences. Come and see 
what the fuss is about or contact me for more information. 


